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Student Handbook 2022-2023

HBU complies with all applicable federal and state non-discrimination laws and does not
discriminate based upon the basis of race, color, nationality, or ethnic origin, sex, age, or
disability in either employment or the provision of services. Inquiries concerning the notice or
the application of the laws referenced herein should be referred to the Director of Student Life.

The university is continually reviewing changes in the regulatory environment as well as

prevailing practices regarding safety. As such, all policies contained within, are subject to
revision as required, and amendments will be announced when necessary.
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Covenant Fellows Program
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From the President

Dear HBU Husky,

Welcome to Houston Baptist University! We are so pleased to have
you as a member of the HBU family. Whether you are a new
freshman, a transfer student, or a returning student, we want you to
feel at home on our campus as you pursue your studies and
participate in some of the many opportunities available through our
enriched student life program. With its small classes and warm,
friendly atmosphere, HBU is an ideal place for you to build lasting
relationships with other students and with members of our faculty
and staff, who are dedicated to helping you grow academically,
professionally, socially, and spiritually during your college years
and beyond. —_—

Again, we welcome you to our family of students, parents, faculty, staff, alumni, and many
others proud to be called Huskies! We’re so glad you have chosen to join the thriving
community of faith and learning at HBU, where we are committed to offering you an excellent
education in a Christian environment. We know that HBU is the right choice for you, and we
hope that your years here will be among the most memorable of your life.

Blessings,

Robert B. Sloan
President, Houston Baptist University
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From the Student Government Association
President

Hello Huskies,

My name is Immanuella Eyobio, and | have the privilege of
serving as the 2022-2023 Student Government Association
President. | am ecstatic that | have been given the opportunity
to represent you as the student body this upcoming year. My
time at HBU has been one that has opened many doors and
strengthened my relationship with the Lord, and | wish these
things for you as well.

- Let me be the first to tell you Welcome to HBU! Whether you
- are a returner or an incoming freshman | am sure this year will
provide you with growth, fellowship, challenging times, but most importantly, fun. From football
games to late night breakfast, HBU provides great opportunities to find your niche. Our staff and
professors are excited to welcome you and make this the best school year possible. The members
of the Student Government Association are ready to listen and assist students in making certain
that Houston Baptist University provides you with the most rewarding college experience.

To be candid with you as we enter this academic school year, there will be very high highs, and
very low lows, but look for the middle ground, that is where you will find peace. Whether it’s a
tough exam, a roommate conflict, or just the stressors of life, there is one verse that has provided
me with peace. It comes from Philippians 4 verse 7: “The peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

Here’s to a great school year, | am so excited to see your smiling faces!

Dawgs Up!
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Introduction to HBU

The University Mis
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Undergraduate Traditions

Traditions are a source of pride and enthusiasm to a university community; they provide
continuity through the years and combine connections with growth. Much of the excitement of
attending a young, changing university is that tomorrow’s traditions are being made by us today.

Beanie Ceremony

During Welcome Days all incoming students have the privilege of participating in a ceremony
where they are given their Beanies. This ceremony celebrates the legacies that are being
continued and the new legacies that are being made.

Page | 10



2022-2023 Student Handbook

Late Night Breakfast
Every semester, the Monday before finals begin (Dead Day/Reading Day), faculty and staff stay up
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HBU Alma Mater
Hail the Orange and Blue
In the great state of Texas,

Houston, USA,

Stands our noble Alma Mater,
Christ saying | am the Way.
In our search for knowledge,

Tempered with Thy love,
Seeking our place of service,
With wisdom from above.
Give us courage, strength and faith,
To face a world filled with fear.
Ever onward to the challenge,
Knowing Thou art near.

Chorus
God bless our school.
Keep her safe and true.
God bless our Alma Mater.
Hail the Orange and Blue.

Words by Dr. W.H. Hinton
Music by Dr. Don Looser
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Purpose and Organization of Student Affairs Office

The Student Affairs Division exists to holistically engage and support
students academically, spiritually, socially, and practically throughout
their time at HBU. From their first steps on campus until graduation,
these departments stimulate scholastic and professional achievement,
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Academic Support Center Program Coordinator: Klaire Ansell
Director of Student Advising and Persistence: Donna Stallings
Student Success Specialist - COAH: Mai Borges

Student Success Specialist - COEBS: Rachelle Dooley
Student Success Specialist — COSE: Kim Jalilian

Student Success Specialist —- DCOB: Sydney LeFlore Murphy
Student Success Specialist — SCT: Aaron Swarts

Student Success Specialist - SONAH: Courtney Hill

Director of TRIO Student Support Services: Sarah Garza
TRIO Student Success Specialists: Stephanie Perea, Gairet Snow
TRiIO Administrative Technician: Jacqueline Mendez

Department of Student Life

Department of Student Life seeks to develop students of character and
competence by providing opportunities to engage in a Christ-centered
community focusing on academic success, spiritual formation,
interpersonal development, and physical well-being.

Student Success Specialists in Student Life help students grow

holistically through engagement with every aspect of campus life and

community. Areas include: first-year and commuter student

engagement, student organizations and involvement, campus

recreation, and spiritual life/discipleship. These teams work from the

second floor of the Baugh Center and from the second floor of the M. D. Anderson Student
Center.

Director of Student Life: Mon’Sher Spencer
Student Life AdQ0QQ0.00000912 0 612 792 reW* nBT/F2 12 Tf1 0 0 1 107 363.26 Tm0 g390.86 Ohq
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Department of Residence Life

The Department of Residence Life provides a variety of secure housing
options and a supportive community environment to meet the needs of
each student.

The Director of Residence Life gives oversight to the residents, staff, and

facilities of Freshman Village, Husky Village, and Hodo Residential
College as well as
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Advising Services and Policies

The advising process is designed to help the student make
important decisions related to academic progress and career
aspirations. All HBU students should become familiar with
their advisor and the advising process.

Undergraduate Advising Procedures
All students are assigned a staff or faculty advisor who can
help counsel students on all academic matters, as well as
broad career and vocational interests, etc. Students may see
advisors to:

« Discuss academic successes, challenges, or other issues
that may affect their academic progress
Select courses for each semester
Consider a change of major or minor
File a degree plan
Discuss educational and career goals
Provide personal encouragement and support

All advisees are expected to avail themselves of these services in order to graduate from HBU in
a timely manner since the student is ultimately responsible for fulfilling his or her degree plan
requirements. Failure to utilize these advising services may result in graduation delays,
insufficient progress toward completing a degree, or other possible complications.

Every HBU student MUST schedule a personal academic advising session each semester during
his or her advisor’s office hours in advance of priority registration. The advisee will receive a
PIN (Personal Identification Number) at the conclusion of this visit. Once priority registration for
the upcoming semester begins, the advisee will use this PIN to sign up online for his or her
desired courses. All students are strongly encouraged to make these course schedule decisions
with their assigned advisors in a judicious way. The PIN will allow students to change their
course choices at any time during the open registration period without incurring any Add/Drop
fees. For more information, please contact advising@hbu.edu.

Graduate Advising Procedures
Residential graduate students should also meet with their advisor (and/or the staff person who
assis2 0612 792 reW* nBT/F2 12 Tf1 00 1 72 156.8 TmO0 g0 G[assi)-4(s)nt s8ne TmO0 g0 G[re)7(sponsi)-3(ble
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e Providing personal encouragement and support

e Assisting with the selection of courses for each enrollment term
o Conferring about a change of major

e Filing a degree plan

Students are responsible for scheduling their advising appointments. Consistent communication
with advisors will promote on-time graduation and sufficient progress toward degree completion

Page | 18


mailto:studentsuccess@hbu.edu
https://hbu.edu/student-success/academic-support-resources/tutoring-services/



mailto:trio@hbu.edu
mailto:careerandcalling@hbu
http://www.hbu.edu/careerandcalling
https://hbu.edu/student-success/academic-support-resources/tutoring-services/
https://www.hbu.edu/academics/academic-resources/testing/
https://www.hbu.edu/student-success/

2022-2023 Student Handbook

students for individual and group studying. Laptops, AppleTVs, EImos, and a SmartBoard are
also available for student check-out and use. For more information, please visit
http://hbu.edu/student-success/academic-support-resources/tutoring-services/ or email

academicsupport@hbu.edu.

The library collection is located on the second floor of the building and includes both print and
online materials selected to support the University’s curriculum. Because most library resources
are online, users can access the collection from any internet-based computer using the library’s
Discovery Service that searches both the cataloged collection and most online databases of
journal holdings and other online content. In addition to the library’s print collection, the second
floor contains spaces for quiet study and collaborative study, as well as four group study rooms.
The study rooms can be reserved via computer or mobile device. The library wireless network
provides internet access for students using laptops, tablets, and smartphones.

In-depth reference service is available by
appointment, and the librarians offer instruction
in library research for many university classes.
Reference questions can be addressed to
reference@hbu.edu or texted to 518-633-4687.
Students can also look for the green Chat
buttons scattered across library pages and HBU
OneSearch or call the desk directly at 281-649-
3180. Additional instruction in library use is
available through published "LibGuides" and self-
quided tutorials, which are available online from
the library's web page.

The Moody Library is designed, staffed, and operated in order to provide resource materials and
research assistance for students, faculty, and staff. The library contains approximately 400,000
books, e-book collections from ProQuest Ebook Central and EBSCO Academic Collection, and
subscribes to or provides electronic access to over 51,000 periodicals.

Hours

Visit the Moody Library website for operational hours.

Borrowing Privileges

Circulating books can be kept for a period of three weeks. To check out books, stud
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ID Cards
The library is responsible for making 1D cards and badges. First-time 1D cards and badges are provided
atno
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(*Quick Response) sticker is on every entrance door on campus to assist you in password resets.
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Testing and Accommaodations
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efforts to offer effective services to learners with unique challenges, and to all students who seek success at our
institution and in

Page | 24


mailto:ebermejo@hbu.edu
file:///C:/Users/bwoods/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.hbu.edu/testing
file:///C:/Users/bwoods/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/testing@hbu.edu



mailto:parent@hbu.edu

2022-2023 Student Handbook


http://www.hbu.edu/studentorgs
http://www.hbu.edu/studentorgs

2022-2023 Student Handbook

organization by the sponsoring University department or division, which may or may not
be extended to other student organizations.

B. Student Initiated Organizations: A student organization created by a student or group of
students. Each student initiated organization must complete the process for university
recognition, receive approval from SGA, the Student Success Specialist for Student
Involvement, and the Director of Student Life, and must have an on campus advisor
(faculty or staff). Financial responsibility falls under each student initiated organization’s
constitution and by-laws.

C. Honor Societies/Organizations: All honor societies/organizations must be sponsored by a
university school/college and/or department/division. Membership is subject to the
constitution and by-laws of each society/organization.

D. Student Organization Leader: A person meeting all of the following criteria shall be
officially recognized as a student organization leader:

1. Anundergraduate or graduate student enrolled at least part-time at the University; the
student need not be enrolled during the summer semester.

2. A member in good standing of a student organization that is currently registered with
the University.

3. A student whose name appears in a student organization’s registration materials as an
officer or authorized representative.

4. A student who has at least a 2.5 HBU cumulative GPA (3.0 for graduate students)
prior to the first day of each semester during the term of the position.

5. A student who is in good scholastic and disciplinary status with the University at the
time of selection and during the term of the position.

E. Faculty/Staff Advisor: Current faculty/staff member chosen to be the liaison between the
student org and the administration.

Faculty/Staff Advisor must:

1. Work for the university at least part-time (20 hours).

2. Not advise more than 2 student organizations unless it is otherwise stated in his/her

job description.

3. Not be on sabbatical.

4. Attend Student Organization Advisor training at least once a year.

5. Approve all outside vendors, speakers, guests, and contracts in relation to the student
org they advise.

Be available to attend events with non-HBU attendees.

7. Provide oversight for each organization they advise by:

a. Constant clear communication with the organization’s leadership and Student
Involvement

@

b.
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4. Have at least 5-8 students interested in the organization development.
5. All documents must be submitted to Student Involvement.
a. Student Involvement may request revisions or updates before submitting to
Student Government Association.
6. Petitioning organization representative(s) present a 2-3 minute presentation to SGA.
a. No more than 2-3 representatives needed to present.
7. SGA will vote on organization approval and send recommendation to Student
Involvement to be approved by the Director of Student Life.
8. Recommendations will be sent to the
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Section 5. Privileges of Recognition
A. Privileges extended to student organizations in good standing with the University and
currently registered with Student Involvement include the following:
1. Publicity and Promotion: Student organizations may request to publish their
announcements and events in the Student Life e-
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that subjects them to extreme mental stress, shame, or humiliation. Consent to
hazing is not a defense against hazing. Hazing is a violation of both HBU policy
and Texas State Law and may subject a violator to both criminal prosecution
(punishable by fines and/or jail time) and HBU disciplinary action.

D. A Greek organization whose GPA falls below a 2.5 may be placed on academic
monitoring for the following semester. The organization must meet the following
requirements to be cleared of academic monitoring:

1.
2.

3.

The semester GPA must meet or exceed a 2.5 at the end of the probationary semester;
The organization must develop and implement a chapter Academic Enhancement
Plan (AEP) in conjunction with the Tutoring Center, and approved by, Student
Involvement prior to the end of the second week of the probationary semester;
The organization must report monthly to Student Involvement the implementation
and progress of the AEP.

E. Failure to meet the above requirements during the monitoring semester will result in
academic probation for the following semester. The organization must meet the
following requirements to be cleared of academic probation:

1.

2.

3.
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and,
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D. Greek organizations are subject to regulations from the University, their (inter) national
offices, umbrella organizations and their governance councils. All Greek organizations
must abide by all regulations to which they are subject.

Section 8. Student Organization Discipline

A. The University encourages and expects its students to act
responsibly at all times, whether on or off campus. As a minimum,
students are expected to comply with all local, state and federal
laws, all policies detailed in the HBU Student Handbook, and to
engage in conduct which reflects a positive image of the University
as a Christian institution of higher education.

B. Currently registered student organizations may not co-sponsor any
event, program, socialize or solicit with a suspended or
unrecognized organization or any of its affiliates (alumni included). Groups who choose
to participate will be held to the university conduct process.

C. Independent of sanctions imposed by national governing bodies, student discipline
boards, and/or
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13.

HBU Police has authority for enforcing HBU policies, local, state and national law as
appropriate. Violators and uncooperative attendees are subject to removal from campus
or arrest and criminal charges being preferred.

Space and Event Requests:

1.

2.

3.

Space requests include all outdoor activities, as well as tables/space in any campus
building.
The Office of University Events and Conferences is located in the Morris Cultural Arts
Center.
Requests must be made at least two
weeks in advance to ensure adequate
time for the approval process and to
give facilities and catering adequate
time to service your event.
Please do not reserve other service
providers (i.e. catering, media services,
etc.) prior to event approval.
Please do not advertise events until
approvals are given.
Calendar/event requests may be
submitted on-line via the HBU Portal by
selecting “Schedule an Event” (Ad
Astra).

e Up to 3 members of an organization will have permissions to schedule events

through Ad Astra. (One must be the President).
o All updates to the list of approved event requestors must be approved by Student
Involvement.

Calendar request

1.

2.
3.
4

Go to my.hbu.edu and log in.

On the homepage, click the icon that says, “Schedule an Event.”

This will pull up the on-line version of the calendar request.

Complete the form with all necessary information. Be sure to select “Student Life

| Approval.”

o u

Press the submit button only once.

The submission page will have a link to the external Student Involvement form that will
ask about t-shirt, posters, outside speakers/performers, and food. This form must be
completely filled out and submitted before Student Life will give approval.

Notification of change/cancellations should be made by contacting University Events and
Conferences.

Events are only approved after you have received an approved email.

All media requests must be submitted by the faculty/staff advisor through Ad Astra.

. Aramark Higher Education Food Services has exclusivity on campus and must be given

first right of refusal for any and all food service on campus at events. Organizations
hosting events that involve food of any kind must indicate so on the Student Involvement
form (see 7.7 of the Student Organization Handbook) and receive approval from
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Aramark’s Director of Dining, Benny Gilbert. Organizations caught having food without
approval may be fined or asked to shut down their program.

a. This includes fundraising events such as: bake sales, beverage sales, etc. Bake
Sales must use foods that are store bought. No food can be sold that were
personally made.

b. Approval is given by the Director of Dining Services (Aramark).

c. Organization may be asked to participate in training concerning food services in
order for waiver to be approved.

Sound Equipment Rental
Students must have their faculty/staff advisor request media for their events by contacting the
Media Services office and/or the Office of University Events and Conferences.

Student Government Association

Student Government Association of Houston Baptist University (HBU), by and with the consent
of the faculty and administration, exists to: be a voice and govern the student body; promote
greater understanding and cooperation with the faculty and administration; foster the recognition
of privileges and responsibilities of the students of the University community; provide
opportunity for responsible individual and collective action; foster high ideals of conduct and
academic standing; and establish worthy traditions for HBU and its students.

All currently enrolled students of Houston Baptist University are members of the Student
Association and are entitled to all rights and privileges outlined therein. The Student Government
Association members come from the Freshmen, Sophomore, Junior, and Senior classes; and
from all colleges and schools of the University organized under their dean.

Elections for all SGA positions, except freshmen representative, are held each spring. Freshmen
representatives are chosen as follows from the Freshmen Council each fall. For more
information, you may stop by the Student Involvement Office, on the second floor of the Baugh
Center, Baugh 235.

Social Organizations and Greek Life

The Greek community at HBU is made up of
fraternities and sororities which encourage
academic achievement 0.82 Tm. 179.3 30p.ife
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2. Flyers must be posted in appropriate spaces only. Do not tape flyers on walls, doors, or
windows.

3. Posters/signs should be in good taste as deemed appropriate by
the Student Involvement staff and not include references to alcohol, sexual innuendos,
or offensive language of any kind.

4. Posters/signs should have accurate information regarding events (place, date/time),
reflecting the same information that is on the University calendar.

5. Student Organizations must post all event information on the club and organization
data base. All events must be detailed and approved. All dates, times and locations
must be approved through the Ad Astra calendaring system. Student Life approval can
take up to one week.

6. Because of limited space, keep the sign/poster to a maximum size of 8 12 by 11” letter
size paper.

7. Banners (maximum size of 3’ x 5”) may be posted in Hinton and the M.D. Anderson
Student Center, hung on the cable along the upstairs railing. All banners must be
approved by Student Involvement before posting. All banners must be secured when
hanging. If the banner falls, it may not be replaced.

8. All banners and flyers will be taken down after the appropriate day and time. No
poster/flyer/banner will stay up longer than one month (unless otherwise authorized by
Student Involvement).

9. Use of yard signs, display boards and other large scale signage is prohibited except for use
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Greek Recruitment/Membership Intake
Early in the fall and spring semesters, HBU's Greek Life organizations begin their recruitment
activities. See "Greek Life" under the organization section for more details.

Serve Houston

Serve Houston is an event that is designed to provide students with an opportunity to serve the
community in which they live. One all-campus Serve Houston event will take place each
semester. Students, faculty, and staff are sent out together to serve the Houston area by
partnering with numerous non-profit organizations, churches and schools. Students will also
have an opportunity to reflect individually as well as with peers about their service experience.
For additional information, contact Student Life at studentlife@hbu.edu.

Elections
During spring semester Student Government elections are held. Special elections are also held
for Homecoming Court, Mr. and Miss HBU and other leadership positions and honors.

Founders' Day

A special convocation is held in the fall semester to honor the University founders. This service
marks the month the state of Texas granted Houston Baptist College its charter, designating it as
an educational institution.

Homecoming

A week of activities in the fall semester to
show your Husky Pride. Students and alumni
celebrate the university by attending events
throughout the week. The Homecoming Court
is honored during Homecoming Convocation
and at halftime of the Football Game.

Honors Convocation

The last Convocation of the academic year is

a special program honoring the University's

outstanding students. In addition to awards
presented by each of the colleges and schools, other awards are presented for athletics, student
life and the president's office.

Husky Revue

This event is a campus-wide show that allows students to showcase their talents and cultural
expressions, sponsored by the Student Programming Board
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Art Exhibitions

The Visual Arts Department presents various professional and student art exhibitions throughout
the academic year, including faculty, alumni, and visiting artists from the professional
community. The Masters of Fine Arts holds an annual qualifying Thesis exhibition for all MFA
candidates that are graduating, along with MFA thesis lectures. Graduating Bachelor of Fine Arts
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Section A - Convocation (a minimum of 50 CLW credits must be accrued)

EVENT # of CREDITS
Power Convocation (first Wednesday & Thursday of 2 credits

each month)

Wednesday Convocation 1 credit
Thursday Convocation 1 credit
Opening Convocation 2 credits
Founders' Day 2 credits
Honors Convocation 2 credits

IGNITE! (Spir4.82 545.86 TmO g0 G[2 cr)-2(edits)]TIETQc
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